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Swine-origin Influenza A (H1N1) Virus: 
Algorithm for Testing at the Washington 

State Public Health Laboratories 
May 6, 2009 

 

 

- No further testing recommended 
for public health purposes.   

- The healthcare provider may 
consider influenza testing at a 
commercial lab.      

Positive 

Perform rapid test 
for influenza A 

- Notify local health jurisdiction.   

- Send a nasopharyngeal specimen to PHL for S-OIV 
testing.   

- Specimens from hospitalized patients, healthcare 
workers, pregnant women, and infants < 1 year old will 
be prioritized.   

Yes 

Yes 

- No further testing for public 
health purposes.   

- A negative rapid test does not 
rule out influenza.  

- The healthcare provider may 
consider additional influenza 
testing at a commercial lab.  

Negative 

Unexplained death due to severe respiratory illness, 
respiratory failure, or pneumonia? 

- Notify local health jurisdiction.  

- Follow instructions outlined in 
DOH Interim Guidance for Medical 
Examiners: 
http://www.doh.wa.gov/ehsphl/Epi
demiology/CD/swineflu/meswineg
uide.pdf 

No 

No 

Note: Local health jurisdictions have the option to submit specimens for testing which do 
not fit within this algorithm including specimens from persons associated with outbreaks.   

Severe respiratory illness (fever >37.8o C [100o F] with 
shortness of breath, hypoxia, or radiographic evidence of 
pneumonia) requiring hospitalization?  

OR 

Influenza-like illness (fever >37.8°C [100°F] with either 
cough or sore throat) in: 

• persons at high risk of complications*;  

• healthcare workers; or 

• persons from a county without confirmed cases. 
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*Persons at high risk of complications from influenza include:  
 

• Infants and children aged <5 years  
• Persons with asthma or other chronic pulmonary diseases, such as cystic fibrosis in 

children or chronic obstructive pulmonary disease in adults  
• Persons with hemodynamically significant cardiac disease  
• Persons who have immunosuppressive disorders or are receiving immunosuppressive 

therapy  
• HIV-infected persons  
• Pregnant women  
• Persons with sickle cell anemia or other hemoglobinopathies  
• Persons on long-term aspirin therapy for diseases such as rheumatoid arthritis or 

Kawasaki disease  
• Persons with chronic renal dysfunction  
• Persons with cancer  
• Persons with chronic metabolic disease, such as diabetes mellitus  
• Persons with neuromuscular disorders, seizure disorders, or cognitive dysfunction that 

may compromise the handling of respiratory secretions  
• Adults aged >65 years  
• Residents of any age of nursing homes or other long-term care institutions  

 


